
From: "Croxton, David" <Croxton.David@epa.gov>
To: "Hodgkiss, Miranda" <Hodgkiss.Miranda@epa.gov>

"MacIntyre, Mark" <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov>
"Edmondson, Lucy" <Edmondson.Lucy@epa.gov>

Date: 7/9/2018 3:21:49 PM
Subject: FW: Flint Michigan and its relationship to Capitol Lake

HI,

Scroll down in the email (not the attachment) to see the highlighted text. We should/will follow-up with 
Ecology to get more context understanding. The commenter is the same person that emailed me to 
receive our decision rationale memo (which I provided him).

thanks

From: Doenges, Rich (ECY) [mailto:rdoe461@ECY.WA.GOV] 
Sent: Monday, July 9, 2018 2:25 PM
To: Croxton, David <Croxton.David@epa.gov>
Cc: Lee, Kessina (ECY) <klee461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: FW: Flint Michigan and its relationship to Capitol Lake

Dave,

FYI for your awareness. I’ve highlighted the mention of EPA’s recent decision on the Deschutes River 
TMDL.

Please contact me with any questions.

Thanks,

Rich

Rich Doenges * Section Manager, Water Quality Program-Southwest Regional Office

*office: 360.407.6271 * rich.doenges@ecy.wa. gov <mailto:Bob.Covington@DES.WA.Gov> 
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safe drinking water to Flint, but Flint officials wanted cheap water---based on philosophy of cheap and 
local decision making and not facts".. I know the technical, the regulatory, the political and the human 
elements behind this story. The summary of the book is generally correct. The community wanted cheap 
water and they got it---but not safe to drink. Who is the responsible party?

The decision process was driven by politicians not willing to make the hard decision based on good 
factual data that was available. Then the second level bureaucrats that should have "blown the whistle" 
were not willing or did not take the time to inform the "honest politicians and regulators" to say NOT 
TRUE and explained the problems about water treatment and the cost of service that needs to be 
addressed. . The science was well established. No one looked at it as a total system and listened only to 
the "political squeaky wheel and agenda drivers of special interest--not the good for the community as a 
whole'". 

The reason I am sharing this with you is that the past four years of "Government Guidance and response 
on Capital Lake" reminds me of what happened in Flint. The process has been agenda driven and not a 
transparent and open process. Hopefully we won't be having a national story and book written about the 
"Capital Lake's Failed Management Plan---from an Effective Ecosystem to a Failed Tidal Mudflat" with a 
$400 million price tag born by the City of Olympia and Thurston County Citizens over the next generation 
to pay for the lack of honest involvement by the entire community.. . 

Let's do better than this by being an open and honest government, and have a transparent decision 
process backed up by facts---not emotions of the past and the few. . 

EPA has just rejected Ecology's proposed TMDL and related procedures on the Upper Deschutes River. 
With open and honest engagement of the larger community, we can do better than this..

-- 
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